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IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 

FOR PALO ALTO COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF

THE ESTATE OF

ANNETTE PETERSON, Deceased.

CASE NO. ESPR012516

NOTICE OF PROBATE OF WILL, OF

APPOINTMENT OF EXECUTOR, AND

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

TO:  All persons interested in the Estate of Annette
M. Peterson, Deceased, who died on or about De-
cember 23, 2023:

You are hereby notified that on the 26th day of Jan-
uary, 2024, the last will and testament of Annette M.
Peterson, deceased, bearing date of the 19th day of
September, 2012, was admitted to probate in the
above named court and that Jason Robert Nock was
appointed executor of the estate.  Any action to set
aside the will must be brought in the district court of
said county within the later to occur of four months
from the date of the second publication of this notice
or one month from the date of mailing of this notice
to all heirs of the decedent and devisees under the
will whose identities are reasonably ascertainable, or

thereafter be forever barred.
Notice is further given that all persons indebted to

the estate are requested to make immediate payment
to the undersigned, and creditors having claims
against the estate shall file them with the clerk of the
above named district court, as provided by laws, duly
authenticated, for allowance, and unless so filed by
the later to occur of four months from the second
publication of this notice or one month from the date
of mailing of this notice (unless otherwise allowed
or paid) a claim is thereafter forever barred.

Dated this 9th of February, 2024.  

Executor of the Estate:
Jason R. Nock
905 25th Street SW
Spencer, IA  51301

Attorney for Executor:
Matthew T. E. Early
Matthew Early Law Office
1212 18th Street
Spirit Lake, IA  51360

Date of second publication: February 29, 2024   
8.2

ProbAte: Annette Peterson

THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 

FOR PALO ALTO COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF

THE ESTATE OF

KAREN J. KESLER, Deceased

CASE NO. ESPR012521

NOTICE OF PROBATE OF WILL, OF

APPOINTMENT OF EXECUTOR,

AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To All Persons Interested in the Estate of Karen J.
Kesler, Deceased, who died on or about January 27
2024:

You are hereby notified that on February 8, 2024,
the Last Will and Testament of Karen J. Kesler, de-
ceased, bearing date of June 21, 1995, was admitted
to probate in the above named court and that Dawn
Brown was appointed Executor of the estate. Any ac-
tion to set aside the will must be brought in the dis-
trict court of said county within the later to occur of
four months from the date of the second publication
of this notice or one month from the date of mailing
of this notice to all heirs of the decedent and devisees
under the will whose identities are reasonably ascer-
tainable, or thereafter be forever barred.

Notice is further given that all persons indebted to
the estate are requested to make immediate payment
to the undersigned, and creditors having claims
against the estate shall file them with the clerk of the

above named district court, as provided by law, duly
authenticated, for allowance, and unless so filed by
the later to occur of four months from the date of the
second publication of this notice or one month from
the date of mailing of this notice (unless otherwise
allowed or paid) a claim is thereafter forever barred.

Dated February 8, 2024

Dawn Brown, Executor of Estate
1895 570th Avenue
Armstrong, Iowa 50514

John D. Brown, ICIS#: AT0001205
Attorney for Executor
Berkland & Brown Law Office
2112 Main Street
P.O. Box 246
Emmetsburg, IA  50536

AND

Dalton J. Kidd, ICIS#:  AT0010964
Attorney for Executor
Kidd Law Firm, PLLC
2112 Main Street
P.O. Box 246
Emmetsburg, IA  50536

Date of second publication February 29, 2024
8.2

ProbAte: kAren j. kesler

February 15, 2024, 6:00 p.m. 
Emmetsburg, Iowa 

The Palo Alto County Board of Supervisors were
invited to meet with Farm Bureau representatives on
Thursday, February 15, 2024, at 6:00 p.m. at the
Farm Bureau Office in Emmetsburg.  Members pres-
ent:  Ron Graettinger, Keith Wirtz, Craig Merrill,
Linus Solberg; Walter Davis-Oeth, County Engineer;
Jordan Morey, Clerk.   Absent: Roger Faulstick

The Supervisors gave an overview of items and is-
sues that are taking place in county government and
answered questions.  Craig Merrill, Chair, gave an
update on Drainage District 180 Lateral 1, CO2
Pipeline and proposed wind sites. 

Ron Graettinger discussed the jail and stated it will

be fully functioning next week.   
Keith Wirtz gave an update on the watershed man-

agement and drainage updates in the County. 
Linus Solberg gave an update on the County At-

torney position and stated that someone has been
hired and will be sworn in on Tuesday, February
20th. 

Walter Davis-Oeth discussed the upcoming year
pavement program and ongoing maintenance. 

No action was taken. The Board of Supervisors ad-
journed at 6:54 p.m.  

Craig Merrill, Chair
Jordan Morey, Clerk 9.1

PAlo Alto county suPerviors

city of emmetsburg

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

2024 Obstruction Removal - Trees
Emmetsburg Municipal Airport

Emmetsburg, Iowa

Public Hearing on Proposed Contract Docu-

ments and Estimated Costs for Repair or Im-

provement. A public hearing will be held by the
City of Emmetsburg on the proposed contract docu-
ments (plans, specifications and form of contract)
and estimated cost for the improvement at its meet-
ing at 6:00 PM on March 11, 2024, at at City Hall,
2021 Main Street, Emmetsburg, Iowa 50536.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Removal of Trees

off Runway End 13 and Runway End 31
At said hearing, the City Council will consider the

plans, specifications, proposed form of contract, and
estimated total cost for the project, the same now
being on file in the office of the City Clerk, 2021
Main Street, Emmetsburg, Iowa 50536, reference to
which is made for a more detailed and complete de-
scription of the proposed improvements, and at said
time and place the said City Council will also receive
and consider any objections to said plans, specifica-
tions, estimate of cost, and form of contract made by
any interested party. 

9.1

Courthouse
Emmetsburg, Iowa

February 20, 2024, 8:00 a.m.

The Palo Alto County Board of Supervisors met in
regular session.  Members present:  Craig Merrill,
Chair; Roger Faulstick, Linus Solberg, Keith Wirtz,
Ronald Graettinger.  Present:  Diane Weiland, Re-
porter/Democrat; Delray & Jan Bredehoeft, Jim &
Sharon Neighbors; Ed & Sue Kelly; John King,
Sheriff; Aletha King; Carla Larson, Laura Winter. 

Unless otherwise indicated, all of the motions of-
fered at this meeting were carried with the following
vote:  Ayes:  Graettinger, Wirtz, Solberg, Faulstick,
Merrill.   Nays:  None.      Abstentions:  None.  

Craig Merrill, Chair, called the meeting to order
and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Motion by Graettinger, 2nd by Solberg to approve
the agenda for February 20, 2024.  Motion Carried.   

Motion by Graettinger, 2nd by Faulstick to approve
the minutes for February 13&15, 2024.  Motion Car-
ried.  

Mark Sherinian, Attorney, was present by confer-
ence call and explained the process of appointment
for the County Attorney.  Notice of Appointment was
republished to give the proper notice under Iowa
Code Section 331.305.  

Motion by Solberg, 2nd by Graettinger to introduce
and approve resolution to appoint Anne Quail as
County Attorney who will immediately assume all
duties and responsibilities of the Palo Alto County
Attorney as defined in Iowa Code Section 331.756.
Attorney Quail will hold the position as a part-time
county officer, as permitted under Iowa Code Section
331.752, so that she may continue to participate in
private practice cases.  The annual salary of the
County Attorney is set at $100,998.  
Ayes:  Merrill, Graettinger, Solberg, Wirtz, Faulstick.
Nays:  none. 
Resolution passed.  

Anne Quail was sworn in as County Attorney and
took the Oath of Office.  Anne Quail clarified she
will be working a minimum of 40 hours a week and
assume all duties & responsibilities of the County At-
torney.  

The Board considered a 28E Agreement for Clay
County Attorney to assist Palo Alto County Attorney
with the backlog of cases.  

Motion by Solberg, 2nd by Faulstick to introduce
and approve the 28E Agreement with Clay County
Attorney to assist Palo Alto County Attorney with
the backlog of cases.  Ayes:  Faulstick, Wirtz, Sol-
berg, Graettinger, Merrill.  Resolution passed.  

RESOLUTION NO. 2-20-2024

A RESOLUTION APPROVING ENGAGE-

MENT OF ATTORNEYS TO ADVISE THE

COUNTY REGARDING WIND ENERGY

CONSERVATION SYSTEM ORDINANCES

AND SOLAR ENERGY PROJECT ORDI-

NANCES IN PALO ALTO COUNTY.

WHEREAS, the County has identified the need to
retain a law firm to provide legal services regarding
its wind and solar ordinance matters and believes it
is in the best interests of the County to engage out-
side legal counsel to advise in these and related mat-
ters; and

WHEREAS, the Palo Alto County Board of Super-
visors has received the proposed fee agreement from
the Hanigan Law Group, PLC, dated February 7,
2024, and feels that it is in the best interest of the
County to engage this law firm to advise in these and
related matter; and 

WHEREAS, Attorney Bill Hanigan participated in
the board’s meeting on Tuesday, February 13th,
2024, to discuss the prospective engagement of the
Hanigan Law Group, PLC and the terms outlined
therein, during which Board members asked their re-
lated questions, which Mr. Hanigan answered.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the
Palo Alto County Board of Supervisors, following
review, consideration, and discussion, finds that
Hanigan Law Group, PLC should be engaged pur-
suant to the engagement letter, dated February 7,
2024 and an appropriate representative of the County
is authorized to execute said agreement and behalf
of Palo Alto County and deliver to the Hanigan Law
Group, PLC. 

Motion by Faulstick, 2nd by Solberg to introduce
and approve Resolution No. 2-20-2024 approving
engagement of attorneys to advise the county regard-
ing wind energy conservation system ordinances and
solar energy project ordinances in Palo Alto County. 
Ayes:  Faulstick, Wirtz, Solberg, Graettinger, Merrill.
Nays: none.  
Resolution Passed. 

Ed Kelly was present for public comment. Ed ad-
vised the Board he is filing a personal lawsuit against
the Board of Supervisors, Carmen Moser, and John
King.  

Delray Bredehoeft asked when Vesta’s will make
an application.  Carla Larson asked if the Board
would get a map of the proposed turbines.  Carla
stated that our attorney has filed against the FAA.
Laura Winter asked the Board to consider who lives
in the county.  

Walter Davis-Oeth, County Engineer, met with the
Board.  Walter presented the 4 quotes for pavement
markings.  

Motion by Wirtz, 2nd by Graettinger to approve
the pavement marking quote with Vogel Traffic Serv-
ices for $87,402.  Motion Carried.  

Committee Reports:  Roger:  NW Iowa Planning
& Development; RIDES; Palo Alto Co. Connections
Coalition.  

Motion by Solberg, 2nd by Wirtz to adjourn at 9:05
a.m.  Motion Carried.  

Craig Merrill, Chairman
Carmen Moser, County Auditor 9.1

PAlo Alto county suPerviors

PUBLIC NOTICE 

The Palo Alto County Board of Supervisors has ap-
pointed Anne Quail to fill the vacancy in the Palo
Alto County Attorney’s Office  effective February
20, 2024.  The appointment was made under Code
of Iowa 69.14A, Subsection 2.  The appointment by
the Board of Supervisors shall be for the period until

the next pending election.  The electors of the county
have the right to file a petition requiring that the va-
cancy be filled by special election.  The petition is
due within fourteen (14) days from the date of ap-
pointment.    

Date:  February 20, 2024
Palo Alto County Board of Supervisors 9.1
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THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT 
FOR PALO ALTO COUNTY

IN THE MATTER OF
THE ESTATE OF

JAMES L. UNFERTH, Deceased
CASE NO. ESPR012524

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT 
OF ADMINISTRATOR

AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

To All Persons Interested in the Estate of James L.
Unferth, Deceased, who died on or about January 18
2024:

You are hereby notified that on February 21, 2024,
the undersigned was appointed administrator of the
estate. 

Notice is further given that all persons indebted to
the estate are requested to make immediate payment
to the undersigned, and creditors having claims
against the estate shall file them with the clerk of the
above named district court, as provided by law, duly
authenticated, for allowance, and unless so filed by
the later to occur of four months from the date of the
second publication of this notice or one month from

the date of mailing of this notice (unless otherwise
allowed or paid) a claim is thereafter forever barred.

Dated    February 21, 2024   

Brenton J. Unferth, Executor of Estate
593 Western Avenue
Fon Du Lac, Wisconsin 54935

John D. Brown, ICIS#: AT0001205
Berkland & Brown Law Office
Attorney for Executor
2112 Main Street
P.O. Box 246
Emmetsburg, IA  50536

AND

Dalton J. Kidd, ICIS#:  AT0010964
Attorney for Executor
Kidd Law Firm, PLLC
2112 Main Street
P.O. Box 246
Emmetsburg, IA  50536

Date of second publication March 7, 20241
9.2

ProbAte: jAmes l. unferth

EMMETSBURG COMMUNITY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

Regular Meeting 
Board of Education
February 20, 2024

The Board of Education of Emmetsburg Commu-
nity School District met in a regular session on Feb-
ruary 20, 2024 at 6:30 am  in the Central Office
Board Room. 

Present: Kathy Roethler, Bill Huberty, Val Morton,
Lori Riley, Morgan Grimm, Bruce Nelson, and Kyle
Caven
Absent:
Also Present:  Cory Jenness, Alyssa Enderson, Tra-
cie Christensen, Tim Rodemeyer, and Tyler Bjustrom

Bruce Nelson, Board Vice President called the
meeting to order at 6:30 am. 

Val Morton arrived at 6:32 am. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Motion by Roethler to
approve the agenda. Seconded by Caven.  All voted
affirmative. Motion carried. 
TEACHING & LEARNING

Auditorium Naming: Brandt Roskens presented the
opportunity to name the auditorium after Dave and
Kelley Fog. His request also included naming the
sound booth after Dan Voigt. 
FFA Presentation: Mr. Vermeer and Ag students
shared their vision/plan for the Greenhouse. 
Administrative Reports: Building Principals pre-
sented the monthly reports to the Board of Education.
Superintendent Jenness reviewed the activity director
report and the student board report. 
CONSENT ITEMS: Huberty motioned to approve
the consent items including: January board minutes,
Claims, SBO Financial reports, and Field Trip Re-
quests. Seconded by Grimm.  All voted affirmative.
Motion carried.
OLD BUSINESS

Second Reading Board Policies: Jenness reviewed
board policies 300-302.8 that were discussed at the
Policy Development Committee meeting. Motion by
Riley to approve second reading. Seconded by Mor-
ton.  All voted affirmative. Motion carried.
NEW BUSINESS

First Reading Board Policies: Jenness reviewed
board policies 303-303.9, 505.8  that were discussed
at the Policy Development Committee meeting. The
second reading will be held at the regular March
board meeting.
Auditorium/Sound Booth Naming: Motion by Hu-
berty to approve the naming of Emmetsburg Audito-
rium to Dave & Kelley Fog Auditorium and the
Sound booth to Dan Voigt Sound booth. Seconded
by Riley. All voted in favor. Motion carried. 
Public Hearing for 2024-25 School Calendar: A Pub-
lic Hearing was held regarding the 2024-25 Aca-
demic Calendar at 7:15 am in the District Board
Room. Motion by Caven to open the public hearing.
Seconded by Morton. All voted affirmative.  There
were no comments received on the academic calen-
dar. Motion by Huberty to close the public hearing
at 7:37 am. Seconded by Grimm. All voted affirma-
tive. Motion carried. 

Motion by Grimm to approve the FY25 Academic
Calendar as presented. Seconded by Morton. All
voted affirmative. Ayes- Morton, Caven, Grimm,
Roethler, and Huberty. Nay- Riley, Nelson. Motion
carried. 
Concession Stand Project: Motion by Huberty to
table the Concession Stand proposal from CMBA  in
the amount of $500,000.00. Seconded by Riley. All
voted affirmative. Motion carried. 
Visitor Press Box: Discussion was had on the need
for a Visitor Press Box. No motion was made.  
Personnel: Motion by Caven to approve the resigna-
tions of: Kristi Anderson- paraeducator, and Cassan-
dra Ayers- cook; and the new hires of: Chelsea
Kenyon- 3 Year PK Teacher, Ryan Brennan- Volun-
teer Wrestling Coach, Sheila Kulow- Volunteer
Cheer Coach, and Erin Handeland- Volunteer Track
Coach.  Seconded by Roethler. All members voted
in favor. Motion passed. 
Open Enrollments: Motion by Riley to approve the
Open Enrollments as presented. Seconded by Nel-
son. All members voted in favor. Motion carried. 
ADDITIONAL ITEMS

Next Board Meeting is March 20th at 6:30 AM in
the Central Office Board Room. 

Talking Points- None

ADJOURNMENT: Riley motioned to adjourn the
meeting at 8:00 am. Seconded by Morton. All voted
in favor. Motion carried. 

Board President
Board Secretary

General Account

February ~ 2024

Access Systems Leasing     Monthly Co .......3746.6
Advanced Door Systems     Door Repai...............88
Advanced Network Professionals
server rac ...................................................12615.56
Advantage Administrators
PSF Claims ................................................10903.06
Airgas North Central, Inc.
Monthly CO.....................................................752.5
Amazon Capital Services     
TreasLin U...................................................1392.15
Anderson Erickson Dairy Co.
Milk purch .....................................................2985.2
Andy Geelan     7th Girls......................................85
Andy Manwarren     Parking lo ........................1025
APL Associates     APL Traini .....................2543.39
Band Shoppe     Marching B ............................2877
Bauer Plumbing of Emmetsburg, Inc.
water soft ..........................................................1418
Brian Rodemeyer     JVR Basket........................100
Brookstone Lodge & Suites
Judge Hote .......................................................93.64
BSN Sports, LLC     Backstop P ...................6378.5
Buena Vista University     TPRA Tuiti .............5580
C & D Refrigeration     Equipment..................96.71
CAM Community School District
1st Semest..................................................25543.37
Cambium Assessment, Inc.
ELPA Scree.........................................................228
Central Iowa Dist     Maintenanc...............10007.47
Chad Francis     8th Grade ..................................515
Chromebookparts.com     Chromebook.......2142.35
Clayton Ridge Community School

1st Semest..................................................15584.77
Complete Wellness Solutions LLC
CatchLife3 .....................................................230.79
Cory Yoder     MS Wrestli ..................................135
Craig Hanson     Boys Varsi................................115
Dale Tokheim     Boys Baske ..........................107.5
Daniel Hewitt     Hotel- Gir ...........................284.34
David Mohr     Girls Vars ...................................140
Decker Sporting Goods     Digital Do .............828.6
Department of Education     Bus Inspec .............100
Department of Inspections, Appeals, and Licensing
Broiler In ............................................................320
Des Moines Stamp Mfg Co
1043101 Of...........................................................39
Double M Concessions     Wrestling ................1000
Emmetsburg Catholic School
Preschool ..........................................................3616
Emmetsburg Ford     2021 Trans ...............49934.01
Emmetsburg Mini Storage     rent payme.........1002
Emmetsburg Municipal Utilities
Natural Ga..................................................11357.68
Fareway Stores     Purchase F......................2489.27
Flinn Scientific, Inc.     Thermomete...............48.38
Fred Perkins     Boys Baske.............................107.5
Game One     25 Boys Tr .............................1170.66
Graettinger-Terril Community School
1st Semest....................................................15541.6
Gregory J Wickett     Boys Baske....................107.5
Headstart Program     Preschool .......................3627
HSA Cory Jenness     Health Ins....................333.11
HSA Gable Bonner     Health Ins ................1484.53
HSA Jill Schany     Health Ins .......................691.67
HSA Lacey Kilgore     Health Ins..................137.17
Huntington National Bank
Video Paym ...............................................64000.32
Interactive Health Technologies, LLC
35 Heart R......................................................5730.5
Iowa Association of School Boards
Board Work.......................................................1255
Iowa Communications Network
Monthly Vo ..........................................................5.5
Iowa Department of Human Services
State Medi....................................................1947.68
Iowa High School Music Assn
Show Admis .....................................................1668
Iowa High School Speech Association
2023-2024...........................................................186
Iowa Lakes Community College
SAVE stude................................................28447.25
Iowa One Call     One Call L .............................32.3
Iowa Public Employees Retirement System
Ipers With ..................................................78078.51
Iowa School Finance Information Services
Budget Wor.........................................................300
Jessica Biddle     Coaching S...........................58.85
Jostens     Diploma...........................................324.7
JW Pepper & Son, Inc.     Festival S .............921.78
Kendall Hunt Publishing   
IM Math Cu ...................................................418.76
Knight Protection, Inc.     Smoke Dete.............7965
Kristi Anderson     Refund Lun .......................68.17
CentruryLink     Monthly Ph .........................192.42
Mark Japenga     Girls Vars.................................115
Martin Bros. Dist. Co. Inc.
631--Food ..................................................15267.92
Matt Reineke     MS Wrestli ...............................135
McCone Foods, Inc.     FFA Fundra .................3112
MediaCom, LLC     Internet-.........................453.17
Melissa  Weber     Parent Tra..............................750
Meteor Education LLC     Office Cha ...........561.47
MidAmerican Energy     Electricit ..............9047.24
Mystery Science     1st grade..............................640
NAPA     Bus 16 rep ......................................493.88
National Fastpitch Coaches Association
NFCA Membe ......................................................90
New Cooperative     Gasoline........................987.95
North Central Intl Inc.     Bus 12 Lab..............914.9
North Polk Fine Arts Booster
This is th .............................................................450
North Star Music Supply
Band equip.......................................................154.7
Northland Auto & Marine
Expedition....................................................1564.33
Northwest Iowa Community  College
2nd Sem TP .................................................1707.85
Okoboji Bake Shop     631-food/.....................612.2
Palo Alto County Engineer
Monthly Ga..................................................3878.45
Pepsi Cola     Pepsi- Jan...............................4375.09
Picrays Welding     Make up su .....................679.33
Pizza Ranch     FB Banquet .........................1394.99
Plt4m     4 year Sub ..........................................2650
Prairie Lakes AEA     Basketball ........................184
Ryan  Hildreth     MS Wrestli .............................135
Ryan Stokes     8th Girls .....................................270
School Administrators of Iowa
School Law.........................................................110
School Bus Sales Co.     Bus 8 Repa .............661.18
School Specialty, LLC     4 pkgs cum ...........161.28
Scott Wirtz     EHawk Midd ...............................141
Sibley-Ocheyedan Comm School
1st Sem HR..................................................1931.99
Singer Commercial Refrigeration
Girls Trai..........................................................344.6
Smith Wellness Center     Wrestler p ..................132
Snappy Popcorn Co.     Popcorn fo ....................516
Spencer Community Schools
1st Semest....................................................12200.4
Spencer Municipal Hospital  
ATTN: General Accounting     Heart Save .............7
Spencer Office Supplies     
Maintenanc ..................................................1513.19
Spencer Trophy & Awards
Wrestling .........................................................253.5
Spirit Lake Music Boosters
Show Choir.........................................................275
Swanson Hardware
Building M.....................................................318.65
Swift Air, Inc.     Circ Pump-.......................1975.85
The Lighting Source & More
Emergency ...................................................4119.34
Thompson     Equipment ....................................175
Timberline Billing Services, LLC
Medicaid p .....................................................208.93
Todd Hough     8th Grade ...................................155
Travis Birkey     7th Grade .................................105
United States Treasury     Fica Withh ........104077.8
VISA     100 Level.......................................2548.54
West Bend-Mallard CSD
1st Semest..................................................15398.48
Western Governors University Office of the Bursar
TRPA Tuiti ........................................................4025
Winona Controls, INC     Gym AC rep...............115

** BANK ACCOUNT TOTAL ** ..........595344.52
** DISTRICT TOTAL **........................595344.52
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emmetsburg community school district

A public hearing was held
late Tuesday morning in the Su-
pervisors Board room with
Board members present for the
adoption of the 2024-2025 As-
sessor’s Office Budget.  This
meeting took place after the
Palo Alto County Conference
Board held a meeting to discuss
with Assessor Jodi Jergens her
proposed budget and annual re-
port.  

At that meeting the 2024-
2025 budget was reviewed.
After some discussion Pat
Degen made a motion to ap-
prove the budget of $367,329
with Ron Graettinger seconding
the motion.  In a roll call vote,

all were in favor.  
The next step for the Asses-

sor’s budget was the hearing on
Tuesday.  Jergens supplied
those in attendance a copy of
the proposed budget and the
minutes from the Conference
Board meeting.  

Jergens went through the var-
ious budget categories and the
comparisons with the Actual
2022-23, Budgeted 2023-24
and the Used amount at the end
of 12/31/2023. She answered
questions about salaries, data
processing and pictometry.  She
stated that she increased data
processing by $5000 because
she did not budget enough the

previous year.  
She explained that the officer

salaries are the same as the
elected officials throughout the
courthouse.  One individual in
her office will now go to 90%
of the officer.  That is how the
raises are figured.  

She also explained how im-
portant pictomertry is when it
comes time to assess properties
and having the ability to view
new structures that have not
been reported.    

There was a discussion about
appraisals for POET and
WILDO ROSE CASINO.  It
would be beneficial for the as-
sessor and the companies to

have routine appraisals. Fol-
lowing the questions, Supervi-
sor Merrill who was conducting
the hearing asked for a motion.  

Kevin Jensen moved to ap-
prove the Assessor’s 2024-25
Budget.  Katrina Williams sec-
onded the motion.  Both were
members of the Palo alto
County Conference Board.  All
voted in favor.   

Supervisor Solberg then  in-
troduced the newly appointed
county attorney Anne Quail.
Anne provided information
about her position and the back
log of cases that she is tackling.  

Assessor’s Budget Determined at 
Public Hearing

Farmers and ranchers in Clay, Dickinson, Emmet, Humboldt,
Kossuth and Palo Alto counties will be receiving an estimated $6.9
million in cash-back dividends returned by Farm Credit Services
of America (FCSAmerica) as part of the financial cooperative’s
patronage program. Eligible customer-owners will be issued cash-
back dividend checks the last week of January.  

“No other lender can say it has shared its financial success with
customers in such a tangible and meaningful way,” says Jim
Knuth, FCSAmerica senior vice president of business development
in Iowa. “Cash-back dividends effectively reduce our cost of bor-
rowing. But there also is an exponential impact to putting money
into the pockets of farmers and ranchers to invest in their opera-
tions, families and rural communities.”                        

2024 County-Level Cash-Back Dividends Distribution
This year’s cash-back dividend is equal to 100 basis points —

or a return of 1% of a customer’s eligible average daily loan bal-
ance with FCSAmerica. The 2024 payout equates to the following
county-level distributions:*

- $722,000 in Clay County.
- $607,000 in Emmet County.
- $549,000 in Dickinson County.
- $703,000 in Humboldt County.
- $2.6 million in Kossuth County.
- $1.7 million in Palo Alto County
*Amounts are rounded.

Payout data for every county in Iowa is available on the inter-
active 2024 Cash-Back Dividends Distribution Map.

The Board of Directors for FCSAmerica has also approved a
cash-back dividend to be paid from the cooperative’s 2024 net
earnings, the amount of which will be determined in December.
Since 2004, FCSAmerica has offered a patronage program and
shared its success in the form of cash-back dividends. The coop-
erative has now returned more than $1.3 billion to farmers, ranch-
ers and agribusinesses in Iowa.

Farm Credit Services
of America Cash-Back 

The Iowa Department of Nat-
ural Resources (DNR) will be
conducting prescribed burns
this spring on wildlife manage-
ment areas managed by the
Iowa DNR’s Prairie Lakes
Wildlife Unit in Clay, Palo
Alto, Emmet and Kossuth
counties.

Areas scheduled for pre-
scribed burns are Dewey’s Pas-
ture, Hawk Valley, Tom Tuttle
Marsh, Little Sioux, Fen Valley,
Elk Lake, Barringer Slough,
Dan Green Slough and
Ocheyedan in Clay County;
Blue Wings Marsh, Dewey’s
Pasture, West Fork and Fallow
Marsh in Palo Alto County; In-
gham-High, Bur Oak, Ander-
son Prairie, Birge Lake, Tuttle
Lake, West Swan Lake, Eagle
Lake, 4 Mile Lake and Twelve
Mile Lake in Emmet County;
Goose Lake, Burt Lake, Seneca
and Iowa Lake Marsh in Kos-
suth County; and Pickerel Lake

in Buena Vista County.
Prescribed burns are used to

improve wildlife habitat, con-
trol invasive plant species, re-
store and maintain native plant
communities and reduce wild-
fire potential and vary in size
from a few acres to several hun-
dred acres. Burn units are typi-
cally on a 4-5 year rotation.

Prescribed burns typically
begin mid to late morning and
are completed by late afternoon
or early evening between mid-
March and mid-May. Burns
will be conducted on a day that
meets the objectives and
weather conditions defined in
the burn plan. Any prescribed
burns that are not able to be
completed this spring will be
considered for the burn sched-
ule next fall.

Contact Iowa DNR wildlife
biologist Rob Patterson at 712-
330-2563 with any questions or
concerns.

Iowa DNR to Begin
Spring Burning

Gabrielle Janssen, a graduate of Emmetsburg High School, has
been named to Luther College’s Fall 2023 Dean’s List.

Luther College’s Fall 2023 Dean’s List includes 571 students;
107 first-years, 106 sophomores, 144 juniors and 214 seniors. To
be named to the Dean’s List, a student must earn a semester grade
point average of 3.5 or better on a 4.0 scale and must complete at
least 12 credit hours with 10 hours of conventional grades (A, B,
C, D).

Luther College’s 
Dean List
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Why you need dental insurance in retirement.
Medicare doesn’t pay for dental care.1

As good as Medicare is, it was never meant to cover everything. If you want 
protection, you need to purchase individual insurance.

Early detection can prevent small problems 
from becoming expensive ones.
The best way to avoid large dental bills is preventive care. Experts recommend 
checkups twice a year. 

Previous dental work can wear out.
Your odds of having a dental problem only go up as you age.2

Treatment is expensive — especially the services people 
over 50 often need.
Unexpected bills, like $189 for a filling, or $1,219 for a crown3 can be a real 
burden, especially if you’re on a fixed income.

Call for a FREE Information Kit!

1-866-984-0853
Dental50Plus.health/Demrep

Includes the Participating (GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate 
of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, LA, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. 
Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438, B439 (GA: B439B).

6247-0121

DENTAL Insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate 

1 “Medicare & You,” Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2021. 2 “How might my oral and dental health change as I age?”, www. usnews.com, 11/30/2018. 
3 American Dental Association, Health Policy Institute, 2018 Survey of Dental Fees, Copyright 2018, American Dental Association.

When you’re 
comparing plans ...

Look for coverage that 
helps pay for major services. 

Look for coverage 
with no deductibles.  

Shop for coverage 
with no annual maximum 
on cash benefits. 

Simply put — without dental 
insurance, there may be 
an important gap in your 
healthcare coverage.


